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Waste Spills Into Wabash River 


By J. BLAINE AKERS 
Star Staff Writer 


Recurring problems between the 
city administration and union 
employees of the wastewater treat- 
ment plant arose again Thursday 
night when the Terre Haute City 
Council voted to give two plant 
management workers a $3,000 pay 
hike. 

The problems were compounded by 
the fact union employees earlier in 
the day contacted the State Board of 
Health after six million gallons of 
raw sewage reportedly was poured 
into the Wabash River when a stem 
on a valve broke Wednesday night at 
the plant south of the city. 

Relations between union 
employees and Mayor Pete Chalos 
have been strained since Chalos re- 
duced overtime and standby hours for 
most union employees and took away 
take-home vehicles driven by some 
supervisory workers. Complicated by 
the fact wage negotiations for a new 
contract did not begin until 
grievances were settled between the 
two parties, union workers struck for 
one day before signing a memoran- 
dum of understanding with the city 
administration. 

Floyd Cheesman, union steward, 


JUL 41 1980 
said the pay raise authorized Thurs- 
day night for Clarence ‘‘Soup”’ Harris 
and Frank Hoole were ‘‘not right.” 

Cheesman said the two employees, 
both retired firemen who were hired 
at the beginning of the year, “know 
nothing about the sewage plant.” 

“A pay raise for these men is not 
right. They don’t deserve it because 
they don’t do anything really,” 
Cheesman charged. 

A fellow worker, Delbert Walters, 
said it was not Harris and Hoole who 
operated the sewage plant after 
superintendent Quincy Whiteman, but 
instead Gary Loudermilk, assistant 
superintendent. 

“If any management employee de- 
serves a raise it's him,’’ Walters said 
of Loudermilk, the son of Police Chief 
Gerald Loudermilk. 

According to Dick Culver, an 
operator, the State Board of Health 
was called Thursday morning after 
he learned raw sewage was pumped 
into the river when a valve “air 
locked” breaking off a stem. 

Culver said if a maintenance man 
would have been called in overtime to 
repair the valve the problem could 
have been corrected in about 10 


minutes. He said the problem oc- 
curred at about 7:30 p.m., but the 
valve was not fixed until maintenance 
crews reported at 6 a.m. Thursday. 

The mayor said the raises for 
Harris and Hoole bring their salaries 
in line with other administrative 
employees. City Controller Tharon 
Geckeler said the men were earning 
between $8,246 and $8,988 before the 
pay increases. She said neither man 
was paid additional overtime. 

Chalos said the average employee 
at the sewage plant receives between 
$14,000 and $14,500 per year. Union 
employees said the mayor was includ- 
ing the amount of overtime and 
standby pay in his estimate. 

The mayor previously said over- 
time hours were abused by employees 
at the plant and instructed manage- 
ment employees to cut back on over- 
time hours allowed. Financial re- 
cords of the city indicate one 
employee has received more than 
$2,600 in overtime pay during the last 
six months. The average overtime 
amount earned during the last six 
months was between $400 and $500. 
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Wabash River ‘it good hea A anG 
Purdue professor’ S study Miun ; 


By Dick Bobinson 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Wabash River is in good 
health, with tons of fish, and the 
fishing is perhaps as good as it has 
ever been. 

Professor John Bell. environmen- 
tal engineer at Purdue University. 
said water samples show the Wabash 
River is able to cope with the 
pollutants discharged into it. Bell 
said he was finding nothing really 
bad in the river. 

Two mornings a week this sum- 
mer Bell has gathered water sam- 
ples from Lafayette to Attica. 

The first sampling of river water 
south of Terre Haute is scheduled 
today. Bell was in touch with the 
Weston Paper and Manufacturing 
Co. on Friday to determine the 
amount of water flow. If it does not 
rain, Bell will be in the area to 
sample water south of Terre Haute. 

Data collected by Bell eventually 
will provide a model to determine 
the effects of discharing particular 
types and amounts of pollutants into 
the river. 

“We're trying to get the best 
possible model of what will happen 
„so the state can tell industry what 
“amount of waste they can put into 
the river,” Bell said. ‘With tht type 
“of guidance. a company planning a 
new factory along the Wabash will 
know in advance how much sewage- 
waste treatment to include in the 
facility. 

“Bell said he has worked closely 
with area firmns, such as Weston. 
International Minerals and Chemical 
Corp. andand Eli Lilly and Co. 

Separate studies show fish abound 
in the Wabash, and it has been years 
since a major fish kill. The last 
major kill in the area was in 1977 
near Montezuma. according to Bell. 
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Purdue University photo 
Surveying: John Bell uses an airboat to get samples 
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Preliminary findings on water 
quality in a six county area were 
announced Monday night, 
November 8, at the 208 Water 
Quality Program’s Advisory 
Committee meeting of the West 
Central Economic Development 
District (WCIEDD). Those 
counties in the district are Parke, 
Clay, Vermillion, Vigo, Sullivan, 
and Putnam. 

Staff technician David Clark 
noted that in the WCIEDD six- 
county area, Wabash River 
tributaries are the problem 


areas. Staff members have found 
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that Honey and Otter Creeks in 
Vigo County and Busseron Creek 
in Sullivan County contain high 
amounts of dissolved solids 
originating in mining regions 
near the streams’ headwaters. 
Honey Creek and Vermillion 
River have a high nitrate content 
which can cause health problems 
when the water is consumed. 
Several streams in Sullivan 
County have very low levels of 
dissolved oxygen, which is 
necessary for aquatic life. 

Clark also reported that along 
the Wabash River, discharges of 
high amounts of potential 
pollutants have taken place. In 
the Clinton area a large amount 
of ammonia and nitrates have 
been found in the river, as well as 
indication of thermal pollutants 
raising the river’s temperature. 
In the Terre Haute area, there 
have been several instances 


(Continued On Page Three) 
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when the amount of ammonia in 
the river has been extremely high 
and the water extremely 
alkaline. Examples have also 
been found of highly discolored 
discharges with high solid con- 
tents. 

Several small towns in the six- 
county area have been found to 
have problems with sewage 
contamination of nearby 
streams. Bacteria indicating 


sewage contamination has been 


found in high levels near Carlisle 
in Sullivan County, Newport in 
Vermillion County, and 
Russellville and Bainbridge in 
Putnam County. 

In other business, Rasoul 
Istrabadi, water quality staff 
engineer, reported En- 
vironmental Protection Agency 
guidelines for establishing user 
rates for sewage treatment 
facilities. Only three methods are 
authorized, when all users 
contribute pollutants equally, 
when pollutants exceed the range 
of normal domestic sewage, and 
the third is called quantity- 
quality, when unusually strong 
industria] or commercial waste is 
discharged into the system. 


Further data will be submitted 


to the advisory committee as it 
becomes available from con- 
sulting laboratories. 
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Q | EDITOR'S NOTE — The |were abandoned before such, When rain fallg, a chemical re- 
Dita ia | folowing is the third in a laws were passed or began action occurs yielding sulphuric) 
ES) series of articles concerning !being enforced. One such minejacid and ferrous sulphide. The 
<> water pollution and Wabash jis the old Green Valley Mine injrain washes the substances into 
River environmental pro- ‘western Vigo County near the! 
D> hlems. Fayette-Sugar Creek township See ENVIRONMENT 
K T line. On Page 3, Column 3 
i By BILL MABIN | The mine has been labeled an 
Star Staff Writer ‘eyesore and pollution and health 


. Abandoned coal mines arei problem for many years by area 
creating pollution problems for, residents, according to local a- 
the Wabash River and its!ttorney John Kesler. The main 
tributaries. The problems are,problem is acid mine drainage 
not new and little has been done, which pollutes a western branch 
to correct the situation since the of Sugar Creek and eventually 
mines were closed. ` ‘the Wabash River, _ 
Laws now require mine T ae aig 
operators to reclaim land after Kesler. former state represen- 
mining has been completed. but itative and a western county 
there are many sites in Indiana resident, has been interested in 
and in other states where mines/the mine pollution problem for 
many vears. He had planned to 
introduce legislation to attempt 
to correct such situations, hut 
those plans ended with his de- 
feat in this spring's primary 
election. 

The pollution problem results 
from gob piles and rain. Gob, 
the shale-like waste from the 
many years of mining, is piled 
in high mounds at the site. The 
gob contains sulphur and iron. 
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downstream from the abandon- 
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; Protection Agency has filed suit; 
Comin On Pacey ‘against the Peabody Coal Com- 
ithe stream giving it a yellow- Sany charging pollution by the 
[orange color. ‘Snow Hill Mine. The suit filed in 
| According to Kesler, the:Terre Haute Division of U.S. 
|discolored stream produces an: District was the first case ever 
jodor. Cattle won't drink fromjbrought by the government in 
\the branch stream and farmers'the Southern District of Indiana 
‘have reported cattle deathsiunder terms of the Refuse Act 
jwhen. animals did drink the|of 1899. 

wa o ag i ag The federal complaint asks 
\pollution has also seeped into a| aR 

[state-owned lake near the Green |oo a court omer ‘enio nnam 


$ coal company from allowing the 

Valley Mine. lacid discharge to continue and 

++ + |requiring the company to con- 

A study conducted in 1965-66'trol or eliminate the discharge) 

by Indiana State University lifelby the use of proper land 
sciences faculty member Dr. Management techniques. 

John Whitaker found no fish ex-; The Whitaker fish study found 
| isted in the branch of Sugar that for most of its length Coal 
| Creek which flowed through the Creek is a clear. non-polluted 
| mining area. His report also stream. The north branch 

states, “at times there were no Originates above the mine and 
| fish in the main branch below contains fish, but after going 

this stream.” lthrough the mine area the 
| Dr. Whitaker's study foung Stream is discolored and con 


that the small numbers of fish)t2tns no fish. Also. no fish exist 


ia : 3 in the main branch just below 
ie a Bees Orisa tia mouth of the north branch. 
were AE Macut to Chemical tests just below the, 
polluted waters and could sure) oA S s go branch] 
vive there while stream species /S00¥ gooien oxygens wag 
lexisting in other Sugar Creek entirely lacking in the water. 


branches were not found in the] 'he D a aa Coal Great in, 


poured area = Dr. Whitaker's report concludes, 

According to Kesler, the coal; -ft would appear that fish were 
mine was operated for many!absent in the mining area be- 
years by the now defunct Green cause of the lack of oxygen." 
Valley Mine Company which! A challenge to the En-l 
sold the §0-acre site to thelvironmental Protection Agen-| 
Peabody Coal Company. The cy's enforcement of the 73-year 
[company mined the land for a old refuse law has been upheld! 
|short term, closed the mine and jn a lower court in a Pennsylva-; 
jsold the land to the Sugar Creek inia case. The U.S. Supreme} 
Valley Corp. Court has announced it will rule), 

The Sugar Creek Valley Corp. lin the case in its current term. |. 
is owned by two Paris, Ill. men The forthcoming ruling may af-| 
who bought the site for salvage fect the suit against the local. 
purposes. Kesler said the pre-'mine. | 
sent owners stripped mine! Acid mine drainage is only 
buildings, equipment andone of many water pollution! 
railroad tracks and sold the problems, but it is one easily) 
materials as scrap. Kesler'identifiable. However, the pro-} 
tdescribed the site now as a'blem is much harder to eli-! 
“vast wasteland of nothing.” ‘minate than to discover. 

i ee | Next: What to do with 


3 . i an abandoned mine. 
A similar stream pollution. 


problem exists in the north cen-' Alexander the Great of Mace- 
tral part of the county on theidonia died at the aze of 33 of fe-i 
north branch of Coal Creek: ver, in Babylon, 


See ks F 
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EDITOR'S NOTE — The 
jolowing is the fourth in a 
series of articles concern- 
lug water pollution and Wa- 


basii Rive? environmental 
problems. 


f By BILL MABIN 
ate Staff Writer 


Solving the problem of acid 
mine drainage is no easy task. 
Dut Indiana State University 
students hope to investigate the 
pollution issue this summer. 
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Da Howard Dennis! ‘Sst ideo- 
praphy professor announced the 


‘National Science Foundation 
jgrant to fund an 1l-week study | 
jof the Green Valley Mine in 
VeA Ea Vigo’ County. The grant 
lapplication is expected to be re- 
viewed soon. 

The Green Valley Mine is one 
jof many abandoned coal mines 
in the state. Acid mine drain- 
age results when rain falls on 
the high mounds of mine gob! 
En by the many years of shaft! 


nining. The gob contains sul- 
j phur ‘and iron. and a chemical 


piles releasing sulphuric acid. 


Drainage from the Green Val-! 


Wey Mine washes into a branch 

iof Sugar Creek and eventually 

iflows into the Wabash River. 
ar DAU 

| The full effect of the acid' 

imine drainage is not vet known. 


[polluted fish life is restricted! 


luniversity has applied for al 


reaction occurs in the wet gob, 


aK y We. rage ð, ae te 
\be gi ENI 
r Study 


ae 29 


Mine 


{reported after animals drank i” 
jfrom the stream. 


1972 


The problem is finding ajj 
lpractical and economical solu-la 
tion to ending the drainage. Thel 
only presently recommended 
method is to cover the gob? 
piles with at least three feet! ¢ 
of dirt and then planting shal- 
iow-rooted vegitation. Estimates! g 
for covering the piles at the 
irelatively small Green Vallev|_ 
Mine site are about $1 million. |C 
Covering the gab piles pre- C 
vents rainwater from starting] t 
the acid-producing reaction. 
Shallow - vooted vegitation is) 
required as plants with tap roots 
would die when the roots reach- 

ed the acidic gob. ! 
The proposed ISU study would), 
jdetermine the types and sources|! 
lof the pollution and its impact 
ion the area. The study would 
include physical, chemical and 
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‘The Sugar Creek branch is sol | 
| 
| 


land cattle illnesses have been| 


biological analyses of the pol 
luting influences of the miae and), 


On Page 8, Column 2 j 
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paaa also would cover economic andf 
social affects of the pollution. 
The grant application asks for 
money to employ 12 students for 


1 


{-week summer program. 
+ + 


The grant request was sub- 
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I mitted to the National Sey 
| Foundation’s Student Oriented) 
| Studies (SOS) program. Dr. 
Dennis believes the ISU applic- 
ation is the first in SOS progrm, 
to study pollution effects of an) PF 
abandoned shaft mine., iM 
The scientific studies would)™ 
investigate the extent of poliu- t, 
ption of Sugar Creek aad thej 

River and on area 
ground and surface waters. Also! © 
studies would be effects oni? 
, {plants and animals living near|% 
; in the waters and the pol-/4 


lution’s relation to soils. 

Even if this study or others|= 
can recommend  alternative|B 
methods of ending acid minejli 
drainage, the big question of}t 
getting money to implement|S 
possible solutions remains. 

Jolin Kesler, former state!¢ 
representative and a western 
county resident, made the|E 
Green Valley Mine pollution an, 
issue in his unsuccessful cam- 

: in the 1972 primary elec- 


a 


tion. Kesler, a local attorney, 

said he has been concerned 

with the mine 
many years. 

He and Dr. Dennis testified| 

about the problems this sum- 

mer before the State Board of 

Health. Kesler said those offi-}) 

cials have been aware of the 

Situation for many years and 

Viwere cooperative, But Kesler 

jsaid, “Tney have the perfect 

'lexcuse. They haven’t got the 

esne 

It is doubtful the present 

Hoes owner has the resources 
šito pay for any pollution solving 

project. According to Kesler, 

3}the mine is now owned by the 
‘Sugar Creek Valley Corp., a| 
tlsalvage firm operated by two 
{}Paris, HL, men which stripped 
*lthe mine facilities for saleable 
Userap materials, 

+ + + 

.| Dr. Dennis emphasized that} 
‘iwhile the mine's polluting eft 
‘lfeet on the Sugar Creek branch 
‘lis unquestioned, the impact of 

mine pollution of the Wabash} 
"River has not been determined. 
The economic impact studies in 
tithe proposed ISU project wound | 
‘lweigh benefits of ending the! 
=|pollution against the cost of 

doing it. 

A question might then be. Is]: 
Hit worth $1 milion or so to solve 
“Ja proodlem possibly directly af-| 

fecting a limited number of 
‘ipeople and a small area? If 
Uthis answer is yes for any 

amount of money, the federal) 
-qand state governments will 
probably be the ones to pro- 
vide the money. 

Kesler has suggested that}, 
-lonce the Green Valley Mine site 
‘lis renovaced it should become! 
Əla county or state park or pos-! 
f/sibly a golf course. He said! 
flsuch a pack 1s needed in the) 


western part of the county. | 
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Clean Wabash River Here 
Will Curtail Odors of Past 


By PHIL JUNKER 


Almost every community has 
one or more landmarks by 
which it is recognized. Many 
also have certain characteris- 
tics for which they are known. 
Such is true of Terre Haute. 

Terre Haute has its Wabash 
River. Fort Harrison and other 
Jandmarks, but one of its most 
, famous characteristics will soon 
pass with the wind. 

Terre Haute’s riverfront odor 


will soon be a thing of the past, 
according to Ray Harris, city 
engineer. 

During warm days the odor is 
increased, The hotter and 
balmier the weather, the worse 
the smell becomes. 

Harris explains that the fa- 
miliar odor, which is as old as 
Terre Haute, is caused by 
“sludge pits” in the Wabash 
River where sewage has col- 
lected. When the river level 


drops and the weather becomes 
warm the winds carry the! 
stench over the city. 

During several days last week 
the odor was noticeable and 
Harris commented that he no- 
ticed the smell as far east as 
Eighth street while en route to 
work. 

Sees Big Improvement. 

“It will really make a differ- 
ence when the new sewage 
plant and sanitary sewers begin 
operation,” he said. No longer 
will the raw sewage pollute the 
river. | 

“The people will really be 
pleased wilh the difference it 
will make.” Harris continued. 


TRIBE ON WARPATH 


MANILA, May 11 &Ph— 
Headhunting Ilongot tribes 
beheaded two persons Fri- 
day night, bringing to nine 
the number of Christians 
killed by the primitive tribes- 
men in the past three weeks, 
it was reported Saturday. 
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tion from upstream he said that 
such pollution is almost nihil 
and that any places where the 
river is still being polluted arc 
{ar enough up the river that 
the waters have “purified”, 
|themselves by the time they 
[reach Terre Haute. 

The main- pollution in the 
iriver now is from Terre Haute. 


‘The river will really be clean'he said, “so when it ends we 


and the smell will be gone.” 


will have a clean river.” 


He pointed out that upon the}; 


lend of the pollution a great im-| 


Among Arabian gifts to Eu 


provement will be made in the ropean medieval society were 
river for fishing and other rec-|the art of fortification, knightly 


reational purposes. 


When questioned about pollu-! dour. 


tournaments and the trouba- 
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PARME STOLY MINCED TC ASSURE 
LARASE DETR RIG ATER QUALITY 


WASLINGTOIN, D.C., vec. 17, 1974 -- Senator Vance hartke and twe 
Organizations devoted to. lana and water resource develorpiient in tiie 
Vabash River Valley have joined forces to see that tie waters of the 
Rabash and its tributaries are fit for Luran consum ticn. 

mantred Vork ing vith Irvin-Scnhenky Chairman of the Zoard; 
Wabash Valley Association; waynare Wheeler, Presicent, labash Valley 

Association; and Georce Cettineoer, Executive Director, Wabask Valley 
Interstate Cormission, to inaugurete a plan for analyzing drinhine 
water sources in the Wabasi: River Easin. 

The focal roirt of suci. a study would Le the tatask river ard its 
tributaries -- a system draining 53,000 senare miles of land and 
Providirg water, for mere than 4 million ”"hocsiers ir CG of Inciena's 92 
corn Er SERRE non mM uspScurccencar FOTt eyes tie river. tasir ‘extends 
downstate, encomressing more than 3500 Indiana ccmmunities, until it 
meets the Chic hiver near wournt Verncn. 

Lartke explained trat historicaily, tiie rasiz has teen ;lagued 
U yet hood stardearc lu tro, 

“Tons of valuable and irrerlacaLle topsoil, together with. 
incaiculatle amourts of property -- and lives -- have Leen lcst over 
tLe wears, fC *ti:c forces of uncontrolied water. , Likewise, muci fish and 


aI 


wlife halitat, recreational o:yortur.ity and humar healti. have leen 
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al 


Costroyed cr endangered ty tle effects of pollution,’ said Lertle. 


“nones 


hartke/waLash river - 2 

"Fortunately, the seriousness of these water problems was 
recognized tefore tie peorle of tne \alasi. Valley were overwicelned. 
Largely because of men like George Gettinger, Irvin Schenk and iiaynard 
Wheeler -- and their forerunners -- Congress responded to the needs of 
the Wabash Valley with a ¿rogram of flood and pollution control.’ 

Tne Senator noted that since the early 1950s, six major multi- 
Furpose reservoirs and scores of smaller watershed projects ard local 
levees have been constructed in the Valley. These efforts kave reduced 
flooding, enhanced recreational opportunity and. provided rore stable 
water supplies for municipal ard industrial use. Additionally, the 
rropram has led to the possibility of opening up the Watash River to 
navigaticr, tapping the region's vast food and coal reserves. 

"Making the Wabash navigatie will one day transform Sceuthwestern 
Indiana from a virtual 'Appalaci:ia West' into a thriving, booming 
"Vater Wenderland','' commented tiie Wabash Valley Association's Wheeler. 

"Faving met the problems of flood control and water supply more 
than halfway, the next great cuallenge is to insure that every man, 

woman and child in the Valley has safe drinking water," declared hartiie. 
Noting that existing water analysis in the basin consists largely of 
tests for inovganic substances, hartke said, "lhonitorinz must be 
expanded to lool for the newer orgeric compounds which are being used 
increasingly in agriculture and industry. We have the technological 
capability to look for these newer and potentially harmful ingredients. 


The health anc well-being of our people is reason enough to erply that 


technology." 

Hartke said he ard iis staff will work closely with toth tke 
Wabash Valley Association and the Watash Valley Interstate Commission 
to draw up a plan for water testing. he indicated tiat implemertation 
of that plan would ultimately involve every level of government 
together with elements of the private sector. 

"In the end, we want notning less than a successful model of 
water analysis wiich can be appliea in every river basii ard tatersnea 
in this cOmmiry o u anthol ext laineg: 
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Mistreated Wabash River 
deserves more attention 


Extolled in song, used by early explorers and 
pioneers as a means of transportation, a thor- 
oughfare of commerce through the early history 
of the area, a rampaging torrent sweeping away 

_ all in its way and a source of water for people and 
industry, the Wabash River now deserves better 
than it is being given. 

While people have multiplied the problems of 
the river with pollution, sewage, top soil from 
farms and debris of trees and trash, the river 
today is much cleaner than 20 years ago. There is 
still much to be done, and it all costs money. 

Next to the Ohio, the southern boundary of the 
state, the Wabash is the state’s largest and most 
important river. Not that there is any transporta- 
tion on it, except for a few miles near the mouth, 
but its watershed is the largest in the state; White 
River, the Tippecanoe and the Eel River up north 
empty into it. 

There have been periodic promotions to chan- 
nelize the river, which would mean barge tows, 
hauling grain and coal to the Ohio, and probably 
minor industrial hauling. But. the cost of dams, 
locks, dredging a channel and water storage sites 
of thousands of acres, made this project un- 
feasible. 

Two steps are often suggested for improving 
the river: 1) reduce pollution from industry and 
farms; and 2) further improve waste treatment 
plants to reduce sewage pollution. Most towns 
along the river have treatment facilities, but they 
can be updated to reduce waste contamination. 
Improved farming methods can further reduce 
contamination from insecticides, farm chemicals 
and fertilizer. Perhaps sometime in the future, 
some of the debris that is caught in sandbars and 
along the banks can be cleared. Priorities would 
have to be determined, but the natural resource 
of water should be protected. 
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By JACK HUGHES 

Tribune Staff Writer 

As the immediate danger from the 
xylene leak into Spring Creek and. the 
Wabash River appeared: to lessen, some 
attention began to focus on both the past. 
and the future. 
. Future concerns include measures as- 
suring against another leak in the long 
pipeline: which apparently failed near 
Danville, Ill., releasing the chemical 
‘destined for northern Alabama less than 
200 miles from the point at which the 
trip started at Whiting, Ind., near Chica- 


. 


0. s N 
That turns attention to the’ ‘past and 
just what caused the “major spill” leak 
from the oil company pipeline into farm 
fields and through the ground. and 
drainage structures.to. the creek and the 
river. While no information on correc- 
tive measures at the leak site has been 
released by the Amoco Division of Stan- 
dard Oil, contract crews continued 
clean-up operations over at Spring Creek 
and in area drainage ditches. | . r 
“We know where the leat is, but we- 
shut off the flow and.our first priority is- 
to clean up Spring Creek, try to keep the | 
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ai n out. of the Wabash: River, sat 
make sure there is no danger to people,” 


an 


oi 


¿was the tenor of earlier reports from 
„company officials: who said they would | 


only then turn to repairs and recovery of 
their own equipment and materials. : 
Reports also. indicated that the vol-. 


“atile nature of xylene may have required 


a period of time for dissapation of fumes 


_ before digging at the leak site could 


Safely proceed. Although reports Friday 
indicated that.danger. had passed, the 
characteristic odor of.the chemical re- 
mained pronounced in the area along . 
I-74 just east of Danville interchanges. 


DE 


Vermillion County (Ind.) Sheriff John! 
Rauchbach said Saturday that future | 


concerns include the possibility of later 


. effects from ground soaxed with xylene. 
_He spoke of concern.for next year’s 


crops on portions of seven large farms in | 


the path of the xylene travel from the 
pipeline to the creek. Some ground may 
have to lie dormant for a year and may 
require heavy applications.of lime, he 
said... 

He also noted that the clean-up crews 
continued working around the clock and > 


` are expected to remain for some time to. 


come.. He.said he closed a two-mile 
stretch of the Rileysburg Road Friday., 
evening at the request of the workers to. | 
give them full access to the area without, 
interruption by normal traffic., 
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River from xylene in the recent 
oil company pipeline leak has 
ended. according to an official 
of the Indiana Stream Pollution 
Control Board. 

Oral H. Hert, tecnical secre- 
tary of the board, announced an 
“all clear” for residents along 
the river near Terre Haute. He 
said, “Laboratory analyses on 
samples collected Dec. 21 in- 
dicate xylene concentrations 
below any detectable level at 
the confluence of Spring Creek 
and the Wabash River.” 

It was reported further that 
clean-up contractors employed 
by the Amoco Oil Co., Whiting, 
owner of the pipeline, began 
pulling out of the scene on 
Tuesday evening and that “Ad- 
ditional precautions were taken 
to catch any remaining xylene 
leaching from the soil at the 
spill site.” 

Hert added, “According to 
Amoco spokesmen, xylene has 
an exteremely high evaporation 
point and will float on top of 
water until it evaporates. This 
leads us to believe that the 
emergency situation is over, 
however, we will continue to 
monitor the streams to assure 
that the situation remains in 
control. Amoco representatives 
have indicated that xylene 
evaporates so quickly it is an- 
ticipated there that there -will 
be no damaging residue from 
floodwaters on adjacent farm- 
land.” 

The report noted that the 
problem was first identified by 
an Indiana Conservation Dep- 
tartment officer (Ken Nelson) 
investigating a fish kill com- 
plaint two weeks ago in Spring 
Creek. He reported to the state 
health board which in turn 
notifyied both state and federal 
EPA representatives, prompt- 
ing a check with the oil com- 
pany and clean-up operations 
which ensued. 
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| By ROB ALLEN 

TD Staff Writer 

| The on the BEC cobain stor for the 
United States Environmental Protection 
Agency said Friday that “no noticeable 

ior enviromental damage” can -be ex- 

i pected from the xylene spill in Spring 


Ralph Coons, the EPA man heading 
the emergency clean up at the area near 
Perrysville, said the estimated 100,009 
gallons of xylene that leaked into the 
stream should have no “lasting effect.” 

Coons added that a small amount of 
| the chemical continues to trickle from 

the leak, -but that should be cleared up 
soon. Emergency activity. at the scene 
could be terminated Friday night or 
: Saturday, he said. : $ 

« The spill is not expected to have 
adverse effects downstream either, ac- 
cording to Coons, but he said the -situ- 
ation will be closely monitored.. 

The majority of xylene was sucked 
into tank trucks and about 50,000 gallons 
has been removed from the scene and 
taken to a holding area. f 

The spill is said to pose no danger to 
persons in the area in Illinois, according 
to federal officiais. However, some 
xylene remains in the Wabash River. 

Because of that and as a general 
precaution, Terre Haute Water Works 
operations manager Bob Bass said well 
water will -be used “until we hear 

' everything is okay.” fa mage 

A natural ice dam slowed the creek’s 
flow into Wabash River near Perrysville 
which aided clean up ‘crew efforts 
Wednesday. « ©) 

State Conservation Officer for Ver- 
millionCounty -Ken Nelson said the 
removal of xylene has brought a de- 
finate difference to the area. He said the 
smell was cut greatly: ; 
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“ The amount of chemical 'that-spilled 


| into Spring Creek and eventually flowed ' 


in the Wabash has not been officially: 
confirmed but-estimates indicate more 
than ~ 100,000 gallons leaked -out No 
dollar damage amounts have been re- 
leased: > = gei ite 

‘The pipeline, “owned by Amoco! 
Division of Standard Oil, sprung a leak 
near the ' Indiana-Iilinois border ‘near | 
Interstate 74 east of Danville sometime ` 
last week. Can 

The xylene flowed into a-ditch near 


‘the leak and then started its crawl to 


Spring Creek: First reports of a problem 
came Sunday when cattle -deaths, fish 
kills and strong odor complaints were 
received. : 

Dams were built in Spring Creek by’ 
workers but some ‘gave way Tuesday 
night and opened the way for ‘the toxic 
substance’to move downstream. - 

Wednesday Amoco workers and O.H. 
Materials Inc. crews worked throughout 
the day and night to set up more traps to 
catch xylene.. uA 


Mother Nature helped in that effort by 
holding the chemical in the creek with 
ice flows that dammed the area. 

The material started its way to even- 
tual danger potential -in Whiting Ind. 
where the pipeline begins. The ultimate 
destination was to be northern Alabama. 
It was reportedly the first time a sub- 


- Stance was pumped through the pipeline, 


“which ts eight inches in diameter. 
.» The xylene, which is. said to be an 
expensive chemical, is to wind up back 
at the Whiting refinery- after gt js’ 
gathered off the creek and river. ` 
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Mother Natu ré gives aid at spill; 


ice flow hice 


By JACK HUGHES 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Mother Nature, who has complicated 
human efforts to remove the xylene spill 
in Spring Creek, lent a hand overnight, 
according to reports that an ice flow 
where the creek enters the Wabash 
River was holding the chemical in the 
creek and away from the river. 

“Also,” reported Chuck Mason of the 
oil company whose pipeline is said to be 
the source of the chemical, “the river is 
high and getting higher. That puts a kind 
of back pressure against the creek and 
that’s one of the best things that has 
happened to us.” 

Meanwhile, five pumps working 
through the night have removed an 
estimated 40,000 gallons of xylene from 
the creek to a lowland ‘containment 
pond” hastily prepared. 

Also. Terre Haute Water Works of- 
ficials decided to continue using well 
water only for several days until all 
threat of river contamination from the 
chemical leak is gone. “We probably 
won't even think about using river water 
again until we hear from the State Board 
of Health that everything's Okay — 
probably next week sometime,” said 
Bob Bass, water company operations 
manager 

The work crews manning pumps and 
setting up containment structures — 
including both straw- and earth-dams — 
are from private contractors employed 
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Xylene, what is it and what are its 
' uses; story, page 3. 


by the Amoco Division of Standard Oil, 
working with state and federal health 
and environmental protection agencies. 

Mason said they were “very op- 
timistic” Thursday after successful 
pumping operations from several dif- 
ferent locations on Spring Creek during 
the night. “We got about 15,000 gallons 
from one pump alone,” he said, adding 
that while the material pumped included 
both chemical and water, the water was 
thought to be not more than 25 percent 
of the total. 

He said the total amount which had 
leaked from the pipeline near Danville, 
Ill.. was unknown, although the flow had 
been stopped. He pointed out that the 
pipeline had just been a short time in 
service and, since it was not full, it was 
impossible to determine immediately 
the full extent of the loss. “All we can 
say at this time is that the official EPA 
description of ‘a major spill’ seems to 
apply since that refers to a spill of 10,000 
gallons or more.” Other sources have 
reported figures of 250,000 gallons or 
more. A company spokesman said that a 
figure attributed to the EPA, between 
200,000 and 400,000 gallons, was ‘way too 
high.” 

Concern reportedly grew when anoth- 
er leak, from a faulty valve, prompted a 
number of residents of the Humrick 
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chemical from river 


area to leave their homes. However, 
that leak was described as “very 
small,” making considerable odor, but 
posing no real threat. It is noted that 
xylene is strongly aeromatic. 


An Amoco spokesman earlier said 
that the company was making the 
cleanup ‘“‘first priority” and would only 
then look to repairs and assessment of 
loss to the company. He noted that this 
was in spite of the fact that the chemical 
in question, “is very expensive stuff.” 


Earlier efforts to contain the xylene 
were hampered by thawing, muddy 
fields and other weather-related prob- 
lems. High water reportedly washed out 
some of the first containment structures 
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Xylene - What is it? 


By JACK HUGHES 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Xylene, the chemical be- 
lieved leaking into area 
streams from an oil company 
pipeline near Perrysville, is a 
strong-smelling, poisonous and 
combustible substance and 
“good stuff to stay away 
from,” according to reports 
from authorities Wednesday. 

Its “strongly aeromatic” 
characteristic is “a point in its 
favor” as far as warning of its 
presence, according to officials 
heading up the investigation 
which may continue long after 
danger has passed. Involved 
are the health agencies of Indi- 
ana and Illinois as well as local 
officials, the Environmental 


Protective Agency offices of 
both states and the federal gov- 
ernment and others. 


“You'll smell it before it 
makes you sick,” said one of- 
ficial who noted further, how- 
ever, that continued breathing 
or ingestion could lead to seri- 
ous complications involving the 
liver and other organs. Several 
cows died or had to be killed 
during the few days since the 
leak was inferred from a fish 
kill in Spring Creek. 

The leak is suspected in a six- 
mile stretch of pipe between 
pumping stations alongside the 
Indiana-Illinois line on either 
side of the point the substance 
first was found by a conserva- 
tion officer. That’s near I-74 


where a yellow, oil-based mate- 
rial was found coming out of a 
farm drain tile. The pipe be- 
tween the stations holds 13,000 
galions per mile and the leak is 
suspected to involve between 
50,000 and 84,000 gallons of 
xylene. 

Said normally to be clear, it 
can take on an amber cast in 
processing and may be used in 
a wide variety of production 
processes, including paints, 
rocket fuel, and many others. It 
is a coal-tar derivative re- 
sembling toluene. 


Wabash River Polluti 


Under 


By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 


In an effort to determine just 

how much pollution is too much 
pollution for the Wabash River, 
a joint study by three groups is 
underway of the stretch of the 
Wabash River from Mon- 
tezuma south to Riverview, a 
community just south of 
Hutsonville, iil.. 
' Involved in the study are the 
208 Water Quality Management 
Plan_staff of the West Centra 
Indiana Economic Develop- 
ment District; Eli Lilly Com- 
pany and the State Board of 
Health. 

The Lilly Company has re- 
quested the Indiana Stream 
Pollution’s Control Board to 
modify the permit of the firm's 
Clinton plant for the discharge 
of effluent into the Wabash 
River. 

According to the 208 Water 
Quality Management report, 
the modification as requested 


by the company would increase_ 


the allowable discharge load of 
ammonia to the river from 650 
pounds per day to 1,800 pounds 
per day on. a monthly average, 
and from 1,300 pounds a day to 
2,000 pounds a day as a daily 
maximum for ammonia. 

The present new limits as 
required beginning July 1 are 
now being adhered to by the 
company, John Burke, man- 
ager of environmental controls 
and utilities at the Clinton Lab- 
oratories, sald earlier this 
week. These limits set an aver- 
age discharge of 650 pounds a 
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day or a daily maximum of Boar 


1,300 pounds. The average must 
be 650 pounds or below. 

In his testimony June 23 
before Oral Hert of the State 
Stream Pollution Control 
Board, Burke stated that the 
issuance of a modified permit 
“will be in keeping with water 
quality standards to which we 
are dedicated” and “an ac- 
knowledgement that the as- 
similative capacity of the 
Wabash River is clearly suffi- 
cient to accommodate the re- 
quested modification... without 
endangering the river.” 

However, the report of the 
208 Water Quality staff, pres- 
ented during the June meeting 
hearing and tater to the State 
Pollution Control Board, stated 
that the staff had studied the 
stretch of the river and pre- 
pared a wasteload allocation 
“which differs in key respects 
from the data and conclusions 


of the studies conducted by Eli ' 


Lilly Company.” 

The 208 staff recommended a 
daily average loading of 900 
Ammonia is of special concern 
in the allocating of waste loads 
because it is both a toxic sub- 
stance and an oxygen demand- 
ing substance. 

The 208 staff last October 
collected samples from 12 dif- 
ferent stations on the Wabash 
which were found to exceed 
federal quality criteria for wa- 
ter guidelines for ammonia. Six 
of these samples also exceeded 
ammonia values recommended 
in guidelines set by the State 


a oh and Stream 
Pollution Control Board. 
Samples taken on other dates 
also exceeded both state and 
federal guidelines for am- 
monia, according to the 208 
report. 

The 208 report also cited the 
study by Dr. J. R. Gammon of 
DePauw University on fish pop- 
ulations of the middle area of 
the Wabash which showed that 
“there is a significant decline 
in the ‘index of well-being’ val- 
ues for fish populations” in the 
Montezuma-Clinton area of the 
Wabash and that this area con- 
tains far fewer gizzard shad 
‘than any other part of the river. 

Burke at the hearing ex- 
plained that treatment of 
wastes was considered an inte- 
gral part of the chemical proc- 


ess design of the Clinton Labo- 


ratories, which began operating 
in 1970. 

“The company’s dedication 
to the protection of the environ- 
ment is evidenced by the fact 
that one out of every nine 
dollars, or over $15 million, of 
the total plant investment at 
Clinton is dedicated to environ- 
mental controls,” he said. 

He also outlined the 
company’s efforts to study the 
assimilative capacity of the 
river and to evaluate the tech- 


nologies for ammonia removal. ` 


These included the retaining of 
Dr. Noel Moore, of the Rose- 
Hulman Institute of Technolo- 
gy, to ald in the technology 
evaluation and studies by Dr. 
John M. Bell, Purdue Univer- 


ros 
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sity, on the assimilative capaci- 
ty of the river, and by Dr. 
Thomas J. Tuffey, formerly of 
Rutgers University, who stud- 
ied nitrification in the river. 


According to Burke, the stud- 
ies by Bell and Tuffey have 
supported the conclusion that 
the Wabash River has a greater 
capacity for assimilating am- 
monia nitrogen than was ori- 
ginally believed. 


Burke’s conclusion was that 
the assimilative capacity of the 
river was ‘‘clearly sufficient to 
accommodate the requested 
modification and to satisfy the 
increasing needs of municipal 
systems and new and expanding 
industries in the Wabash Val- 
ley, benefitting the entire area 
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through continued economic 
growth without endangering 
the river or its users and 
without adveradverse environ- 
mental impact.” 

In submitting the 208 project 
report, Richard White, West 
Central executive director, 
noted that “we reSpect the 
company’s (Eli Lilly) effort to 
determine the impact of its 
waste loading on the Wabash,” 


‘and also that the joint study 


“may help to verify the impact 
of the proposed discharges on 
the Wabash” and “help us de- 
termine the validity of the 
wasteload model which we will 
use in preparing our water 
quality plan.” 

The Stream Pollution Control 
Board was asked to consider 


the 208 report In the evaluation ) 
of the proposed permit mod- 
ification of the permit under 
which Lilly now” is operating 
since July 1. 

Burke said Thursday that 
there had been no response as 
yet from the Board and one was 
not expected until later this 
month at the earliest. He ex- 
plained that there has to be a 
review process by the hearing i 
officer, followed by his recom- 
mendation to the technical sec- 
retary of the Stream Pollution 
Board. 

The State Board will send a © 
report of its decision to the! 
Evironmental Protection Agen- 
cy which as a national agency is 
responsible for the permit pro- 
gram generally. ` ) 
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concerning discharges of 
ù sa a pollutants in the 
Nabash River and in the 
Wabastii River area were 
presented recently during a 
meeting of the advisory 
committee of the 208 Water 


he report of the findings 
was presented Monday evening 
during a regular session of the 
advisory committee. 

The report contained 
preliminary findings in the six- 
county area served by the West 
Central Indiana Economic 
Development District which 
has jurisdiction over the 208 
project directed by Robert 
Staleup. 

David Clark, staff technician, 
gave the report and said staff 
members found Honey and Ot- 
ter creeks in Vigo county and 
Busseron Creek in Sullivan 
county contain high amounts of 
dissolved solids originating in 
mining regions near the 

_ streams’ headwaters. 

Honey Creek and Vermillion 
River have a high nitrate con- 
tent which can cause health 
problems when the water is 
consumed. Several streams in 
Sullivan county have levels of 
dissolved oxygen too low to sus- 
tain aquatic life such as fish 
and water plants. , 

Clark also reported that in 
the Clinton area a large amount 
of ammonia and nitrates have 

been found in the river, as well 
as indication of thermal pollu- 
tants raising the river's 
temperature. 

In the Terre Haute area there 
have been several instances 
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in the river has been extremely 
high and the water extremely 
alkaline. Examples have also 
been found “of highly dis- 
colored discharges with high 
solid contents,’ according to 
the report. | 

Clark also noted that several 
small towns in the six-county 
area have been found to have 
“problems with sewage con- 
tamination of nearby 
streams.” Bacteria indicating 
sewage contamination has been 
found in high levels near Carli- 
sle in Sullivan county; Newport 
in Vermillion county and Rus- 
seliville and Bainbridge in Put- 
ham county. 

Stalcup said more reports on 
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additional testing results are 
received on stream and river 
pollution. 

He explained that a high 
nitrate content if consumed in 
drinking water over a lony 
period of time has been shown 
to cause severe illness in in- 
fants. sometimes fatally. 

Stalcup also said public 
water companies are not re- 
quired by the State Board of 
Health to periodically test their 
well- water. for fecalcoliform, 
an indicator of human waste 
contamination. Only at the in- 
itial drilling of the well is this 
test required. The 208 staff 
believes there should be 
periodic testing for 
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findings will be forthcoming as 
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fecalcoliform contamination 
for all raw water supplies. 

In checking water companies 
in the District, the 208 staff 
found that only a “a few” had 
made ‘periodic fecalcoliform 
tests, according to Stalcup. 

He explained also’ that the 
state tests only for residual 
cholorine content and these 
tests do not reflect the quality 
of water before it i§ 
chlorinated. Therefore, after 
chlorination, there is no way of 
proving fecalcoliform content. 

In other ‘business at the 
meeting, Rasou!l Istrabadi, 
water quality staff engineer. 
explained Environmental 
Protection Agency guidelines 
for establishing user rates for 


Pollutants 


sewage treatment facilities. 
Three methods only are 
authorized: one when all users 
contribute pollutants equally; 
another to be used when pollu- 
tants exceed the range of nor- 
mal domestic sewage, and the 
third, called quantity-quality, 
when unusually strong in- 
dustrial or commercial waste 
is discharged into the system. 


Stalcup said the second and 
third category rates would be 
higher than the first rate for 
the individual residential 
customer. 

The 208 staff will develop a 
water quality management 
plan for the’entire district dur- 
ing the coming months. 
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Tribune State Editor 


CLINTON, Ind. — There’s 
good news for Wabash River 
backers — the river is cleaner. 

In the opinion’ of the 

- Environmental Controls 
Department, Eli Lilly & Coz 
Clinton Laboratories, the firm’s 
monitoring of the river reveals 
that "the river water quality is 
in much better shape than it 
was six years ago when our 

_- Sampling began:” 

: “Eli Lilly is especially proud 
of efforts at Clinton 
Laboratories where many 

» unique environmental control 
methods were included in’ the 
original design. These methods 
are working in protecting the 

-river from harmful wastewater 
discharges,” M. T. -Davis, 

—director -of Administration, 
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River. 


Clinton Laboratories, says. © 
“Our plant was designed to 
continuously monitor our 
treated wastewater effluent 
stream. When such monitoring 
was later mandated by. state 
and federal law, Clinton Labs 
had already been doing this for 
sometime,” Davis adds, 

How long will monitoring | 
continue? 

“Clinton Laboratories fully 
intends that the monitoring and 
river sampling program will be 
an on-going effort to continue 
learning more about the river 
and to assess any changes that | 
might occur in the river or a 
long period of time.” | 

A typical day of river 
sampling begins at Montezuma 
and continues to a point near 
Terre Haute. Along the 26-mile 
stretch, 60 samples are taken of 
the river water. 

Checked by~ environmental | 
control department employes 
Bill Laufman, Bill Barker, Jim 
Sullivan and Bob Trench are 
dissolved oxygen, water 
temperature, width, depth and 
flow. Samples are taken on the 
left side, middle and right side 
of ‘the river at each of 20 
sampling points, Later, assay 
tests are run on the sample 
water by technicians at the | 
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laboratory. 


“Our sampling of the river is 
entirely a voluntary monitoring 
effort. The reslutls of this 
monitoring have been shared 
with the Indiana Stream 
Pollution Control Board in an 
effort to expand the total 
volume of knowledge of the 
Wabash River in this area,” 
Davis says. 

Are mussels coming back to 
the river? _—-..— i 


“We are not experts in| 
limnology, but we have noticed 
that there is a sizable mussel 
population at certain locations | 
in the river,” Davis adds. 

In an era which has seen 

, frequent accounts of dead lakes 

and rivers discovered 

: throughout the U.S.. it is 
encouraging to know that Eli 
Lilly is concerned about the 
quality of water in the Wabash 
‘ River and is doing something 
: about it. We thought ya would 
: like to know. 
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Coal Firm Agrees On Action To Halt Pollution | 


Of Wabash By Abandoned Vigo County Mine 


The Peabody Coal Company 
has agreed to take steps to 
halt pollution of the Wabash 
River caused by 34 acres of 
coal waste piles at an aban- 
doned coal mine about 314 
miles northwest of Terre 
Haute, it was learned yester- 
day. 

The Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency in a complaint 
filed against the company 
Out. 17, 1972, charged that fine 
coal particles and acid mine 
drainage .were polluting two 
creeks and the Wabash River 
as a result. of the wastes piles 
and the yards of the aban- 
doned Snow Hill coal mine in 
Viga County. 


RICHARD’ L. DARST,° as- 
sistant United States Attorney, 
said the Peabody firm» has 
agreed to take pollution 
abatement steps worked out 
in a consent decree signed by 
Federal Judge S. Hugh Dillin 
Thursday. 

_ The plllutin eatement proe 
j gram has -been estimated to 
fe el ey 
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cost $500,000 by the Peabody 
firm and $250,000 by the EPA, 
aucording to Darst, who said 
the program must be com- 
pleted by Jan. 1. 

The areas involved “will be 
appropriately engineered to 
support a healthy stand of 
grass,” according to the con- 
sent deeree. 

Features of the mine envi- 
rons “which cause any pollu- 
tion of water will be changed 
to cause a substantial abate- 
ment of any water pollution,” 
the decree stated. 


THE TWO coal piles are to 
be contoured and all erosion) 


gullies filed in the abatement 
program. 

The decree also calls for 
establishment of stream sam- 
pling stations on the two Wa- 
bash tributaries, Coal Creek 
and North Coal Creek. j 

Samplings from the creeks 
are ta be reported to the EP 
monthly,. according to the d 
CYC Shire “iel 

Darst said EPA filed suit 


against the firm after it was 
learned the two creeks turned 
yellow from the amount of 
acid mine drainage going into 
them. 


THE TWO CREEKS flow 
into the Wabash about 1% 
miles from the abandoned 
mine site, Darst said. 


Coal particles could be 
suooped from tke creeks and 
from the Wabash, according 
to Darsi. 
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If the abatement program is 
not completed by Jan, 1, Dil- 
lin may order the work com- 
pleted, Darst said. 


The decree set out the fol- 
lowing deadlines for portions | 
of the abatement control pro- 
gram: 

Cleaning areas, July 1; 
grading and shaping, Aug. 1, 
ground covering, Oct. 1, and 
soil treatment and seeding,' 
Nov. 1. z 
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pe was ‘ho. sway’ to divorce 
A Affalrs Fi larly sent representatives to 
Washington, D.C., to meet with 
varipus officiats and congress- 


men in an attempt to gain sup- 


phat He ‘|port for improvement of the 
gare orb ae nf river. je F 
Apua CAN EE pawn `M Having ‘met thè problems of 
DD piven, hasin! 4 local, levees have been con- Ihiood contó) and Le ak supply 
ia strutted in the valley. ‘more than’ halfway, the next) 
. Those efferis have feduced, j ; 


'ffodding, enhanced recreational! | 


sS 


b 

Amid growing concern dyer) 
the quality of water fdr human|(WwyA); | May 
consumption, Sen. Vance Hartke! president, TORF Georg i 
today called for an-in-depth,|Gettinger, executive ‘director, meets" the Ohio River near Mt. 


ay 


a Supa” 


great challenge is to insure that: 
: ieVv hild i 
scientific analysis of all Sdurces|wWabash Valley Interstate Com- Vernon. `“ ‘1! opportunity and provided. more’ eee Vain epee ae tag 
of drinking water in the Wabash|mission. to inaugurate a plan} Hartke explained that his- stable water uppaa for MUBIC-| iater a HA Hartke. !* 
River basin. reir ee : inking" der torically, the pasin has‘! been|ipal and industrial use. ' > eg ae F : 
i for analyzing drinking’ waéer dditi¢hally. the program has) ° Noting that existing water an 


i ; A l ‘floods ollution. j H ; TA, 

sources in the area: ee or valuable and irre. led to the possibility of opening m a esis Tor inaani 

The focal:*point’ of such a) pjacable topšoil, together with UP the Wabash River to, navi ie tl E > 1: pe DAE ae 

i -naD study” would *bé; of -eourse, the! incalculable amoiñts of prop-|sation, tapping the region's ny pba ie TE ae aided a! 

ash River Valley have joined) Wabash River and is tributarics! erty sang lives—have been lost! Vast food and coal reserves“ itoring must be expanded toj 

forces to see that the waters of!_ a system ` draining 33.000) over the years.to the forecs*of!. ‘Making the Wabash ‘navi-| Jook for the newer organi gom- 

the Wabash and its tributaries|square miles of land and pro-| uncontrolled water. Likewise |gable will one day transform pounds which are feng used 

are fit for human use. ` |viding water for more than four! much fish and wildlife habitat,Scuthwestern Indiana from, a become ha E cei Conl 

The senior senator from In-/ million Hoosiers in 66 of Indi-| recreational opportunity “an d| virtual ‘Appalachia West'™inlo a pa FNRA a EA TE hies] 

diana is working with Irvinjana’s 92 counties. Feom itsjhuman health have been de- thrivihg, booming ‘Water Won pea tential] | 

Schenk, chairman of the board, isource near Fort Wayne, the}stroved or endangered by the ala g compented Pals ‘ingcedients Pithe onii and! 
i = ain T oi Feet afer, a long-time suppo a OF] es ei Us +e 

fm RE bs of pollution, sald pening the local river to navi- | Wéll-eing of our people is ea 

“Fortunately Lhe- sei iousness galion. ; Hint enougs, S apply a <r | 

lof these water prohedt. was) ee the IWVAThas regii Er rake hid he and ‘his staff | 

recognized before the poplo of| Continued On Page 7, Col. 2. {| will work eloscly* with both’ the 

ithe Wabash Valley were over- WVA and "the" Wabash Valley, 


Hartke and two organizations 
devoted to land and water re- 
source development in the “Wab- 


‘whelmed. Largely because ofi \Interstales€ommission to draw | 
men like George Getlingor, Ir-| lup a plag'for water testing. He 
vin Schenk and Mavnard! lindicateg:that implementation of} 
Wheeler—and their forerunners. that plag would ultimately in- 
--Congress responded to ‘the, volve“ very level“ of govern- 
necds ‘of the Wabash Valley) ‘ment together with elements of| 
with a program of tlood and i 

pollution control.” he added. a ee 

The senator noted that since the private sectob; G, 


the early 1950s, six major multi- 
purpose reservoirs and scores 
of smaller watershed projecis 
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